Democracy and autocracy have each a history; there is
no correlation between democracy and western civilization,
between autocracy and oriental culture.

6.   Industrialism

Another culture trait attributed to western culture is
industrialism. Is this a culture-trait peculier to western
culture ? The birth of industrialism is generally dated in
1770, about which time James Hargreaves invented the
spinning-jenny, Richard Arkwright invented the water-
frame and Samuel Crompton combined the two to form the
"mule" and James Watt invented the steam-engine. Now,
western civilization did not begin in 1770. It lasted many
centuries without industrialism. Even when industrialism
was bom, it did not characterise the whole of western
civilization. It was born near about Manchester in England,
and from there it gradually spread to other areas like France,
Belgium and the U.S. A. by 1840, and to most European
countries by 1860 and since them to other areas in the
world, like Japan, China, India and Africa. It is spread-
ing still. Today there is a great urge in India to intensify
industrialism.

Industrialism spread gradually from the point of origin
to other and wider areas, and from the few inventors to the
many imitators. It is not correlated with western civiliza-
tion or with traits like Christianity, democracy, divorce,
cricket or franchise for women. It is not co-extensive, co-
terminal and co-eval with western civilization.

Is industrialism good for the west because it is said to be
indigenous to it, and bad for the east because it is said to be
foreign to it ? Should the west accept it and east reject it ?
Industrialism has its good and its bad points which are re-
cognised by some people in the east and in the west. The
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